SUMMARY: This article examines the evidence for engagement with the rural post-medieval landscape using two national case studies: Wales and Scotland.
INTRODUCTION
Any attempt to consider the contribution of Post Medieval Archaeology (PMA) to the study of post-medieval rural landscape very quickly encounters a fairly serious difficulty -an almost complete lack of papers on this topic within the pages of this journal since its inception. This is a serious issue when we consider the significance of landscape in shaping our cultural and historical identities: it is indeed "the richest historical record that we possess". 1 Lefebvre suggests that landscapes are spaces that are socially produced and that space serves "as a tool of thought and of action; that in addition to being a means of production it is also a means of control, and hence of domination, of power." 2 In practice however, the study of rural landscapes "remain dominated by culture-historical approaches, and by methods that implicitly assume the primacy of documents." 3 In addition, there are clear regional differences in the approaches to landscape. Drawing on two case study areasScotland and Wales, this paper considers the role of PMA in shaping studies of post-medieval rural landscapes and reflects on how these landscapes are studied and interpreted differently to much of lowland England. In Scotland 4 extensive bibliographies of two recent reviews of the study of post-medieval archaeology contain barely a handful of citations from PMA, while in Wales the journal has scarcely contributed to the key themes of study in contemporary scholarship. By necessity, this means that the authors have been forced to construct their case studies using material published elsewhere. Pedro at Cape Espichel were "carefully pointed towards the sea", 11 he noted that their particular arrangement within a small fishing harbour enabled them to dominate local maritime industries where the Crown had been complicit in reinforcing notions of 'the enemy'.
Concerned in 2005 with providing the SPMA with a research agenda for the "post-medieval agrarian society and landscape", Newman 12 provided a comprehensive overview of the kind addressed in comparable research frameworks. 13 He recognised that good landscape archaeology had advanced from a merely descriptive subject to a more critical and analytical one that placed sites within a context, provided techniques for analysing the social structuring of the environment and enabled a contribution to the environment of the individuals, communities, and different interest groups and classes. 14 The opportunity to actually deploy this technique of critical analysis was missed however when he prescribed four main themes:
archaeological science (dating, dendrochronology etc); the great estates and their impacts;
regional surveys of farmsteads, and the excavation of farmsteads and their material culture.
Nowhere was a theorised and critical analysis of method that accounted for socio-cultural themes that challenged a positivist, quantitative methodology.
These limited examples drawn from PMA highlight hint at two interesting issues -lack of a coherent sense of a landscape archaeology emerging from study of rural landscapes and a sense of archaeology failing to challenge and critique traditional historiographies. Both of these issues are highlighted in the following national studies. In the first, concerning the postmedieval landscape in Scotland, an account is given of the development of the sub-discipline, highlighting the key concepts and publications. For Wales, thematic case studies highlight the key themes of contemporary scholarship and the limitations inherent within largely untheorised cultural management processes are explored. The discussion and conclusion which follows the case studies considers why PMA has contributed so little to the study of rural landscapes in these areas, and considers future directions of study.
NATIONAL STUDY -SCOTLAND'S POST-MEDIEVAL RURAL ARCHAEOLOGY
Although always a small sub-discipline, Scottish post-medieval archaeology has established itself around a core of institutions and individuals as a distinctive area of study with distinctive questions, concerns, and interests. 15 Since the subject's inception in the 1960s, it has been dominated by the study of rural Scotland, particularly of the Scottish Highlands 16 -this focus has seen landscape emerge as a key concept. By outlining a brief history of the sub-discipline over the last half-century, and considering the subject as it stands today, the lack of contribution by PMA to understandings of the post-medieval Scottish landscape will be considered. Although reviews of the sub-discipline and of specific facets of it exist, 17 this consideration has a particular focus on changes over the past decade and possible future directions of travel.
POST-MEDIEVAL RURAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN SCOTLAND -A CONTEXTUAL HISTORY
Post-medieval rural life has been a feature of Scottish archaeology from its antiquarian beginnings -with the earliest papers on post-medieval rural settlement coming as early as the mid-19 th century. 18 Although the buildings and structures discussed in these papers were inuse in the 19 th century, they were not viewed as post-medieval archaeology. They were to be seen as prehistory. The rural landscape of the Highlands and Islands of Scotland were perceived as a living relic: a 'past in the present' where 'prehistoric' ways of living could be seen and observed in the present day. Thus these early papers conceived post-medieval rural life primarily as an important ethnographic parallel of Scotland's prehistory. 19 In the early 20 th century, alongside antiquarian interest, life in rural Scotland became a focus of the emerging field of 'folk life' studies. 20 Emerging from an earlier ethnographic tradition in the interwar period, 21 folk life studies aimed to preserve surviving traditional practices which were perceived to be disappearing. At their most 'archaeological', these studies are highly descriptive and technical in character, with detailed drawings of material culture and descriptions of life in the past. Two seminal writers in this ethnographic movement, I. F. 25 Emerging in the 1950s as a response to massive re-development and de-industrialisation, industrial archaeology was driven forward by a small number of individuals outside of archaeology who until recently remained largely isolated from wider post-medieval archaeology and the discipline as a whole. 26 Although not directly relevant to rural archaeology, these studies ran in parallel to the development of post-medieval archaeology as a subject of study and, as will be discussed in this paper, have shaped and influenced it.
The modern archaeological study of post-medieval rural Scotland began at the University of Glasgow, which remains at the centre of historical Scottish archaeology today. 27 44 The body of work produced largely as a result of the the Historic Rural Settlement Group has resulted in a significant increase in primary data concerning the Scottish post-medieval landscape. However, the changes in the theoretical underpinnings of the discipline since 2000 are equally significant.
POST-MEDIEVAL RURAL ARCHAEOLOGY IN SCOTLAND -THE 21 ST CENTURY
In theoretical terms, the study of the post-medieval rural landscape in Scotland in the 20 th century was dominated by empirical approaches. The recording work of RCAHMS 45 was perceived to an 'inventory' and essentially 'atheoretical'. Earlier research-focussed work had often centred around attempting to find evidence for the 'missing centuries', 46 and many excavation reports by commercial units tended to be largely descriptive. 47 Due to an apparent reluctance to engage with theoretical developments within the wider discipline of archaeology, the study of the post-medieval Highlands has often lacked theoretical rigour, confidence, and maturity. This was the case when the last review of the subject area took place, 48 although even then, a more theoretically rigorous and outward looking post-medieval Scottish rural archaeology was emerging. 49 The 2000 volume Townships to Farmsteads 50 brought together an impressive array of informative papers from a number of disciplines across the UK. Until around 2000 the study of the Highlands and Islands had tended to be somewhat inward-looking, cut off from the post-processual movement which had been in full swing in wider archaeology for over a decade. 51 Three papers in particular in that volume represent more outward-looking and theoretically contextualised approaches to the rural highland landscape.
LANDSCAPE, THEORY, AND THE INTERNATIONAL OUTLOOK
The first of these is 'The Prospect of the Sea', 52 an evocative paper, it is all the more striking given its distinctiveness within the volume. In this paper Lelong sought to examine the cognitive and experiential aspects of landscape by considering the experience of Highlanders cleared from the inland world of Strathnaver, Sutherland, to the seascape of Scotland's north coast. Although the paper draws primarily from historical sources, there are clear influences from post-processual archaeology -the many descriptions of the tactile experience of moving and inhabiting the landscape and the relationship between landscape and people are distinctly phenomenological in character. Discussions of routine practice and the marks and inscriptions these practices leave on the land draw to mind the theory of taskscape. 53 Despite these obvious post-processual influences, the paper is striking for its lack of any overt discussion of theory -a single oblique reference to Tilley 54 is the only suggestion of the theoretical underpinnings of the paper. This is, perhaps, an example of the 'epistemological timidity' described by Campbell 55 -Lelong, writing in a volume dominated by empirical and descriptive approaches, declined to overtly display the theoretical underpinnings of her approach. trajectory from late medieval farmstead to the phenomenon of 'squatting' on adjacent land is still poorly understood however and we should challenge simplistic explanations concerning population rise and the lure of the industrialised south. Much is made of the 'traditional' and common rights of the 'squatter' having the right to erect a dwelling overnight -a Ty Unnosa one night house. Common land is rare in Ceredigion comprising only a small part of a suite of resources available to the surrounding tenant farms which included rich wetlands, fertile arable floodplain and enclosed 'in-fields' for sheep and cattle husbandry. By far the most valuable agricultural resource was the distant and unenclosed sheepwalk located on the mountain uplands and access to this was maintained through the traditional payment of the commorth even into the later post-medieval period. 98 Tarlow sought to challenge the perceived lowly status of such a community. They were well educated with some described as scholars, and collectively they constructed a Calvinistic Methodist Chapel to administer to the whole community. 99 as preferring "space to place, and territory to tenure". 109 Austin's 115 concerns with this process that he saw as somewhat reductive were that:
 it was easy to create simple and convincing patterns from complex data, but almost impossible to create complex ones  the process of change itself is seldom examined in a sustained way  and that dating is difficult and should be suspected on morphological and typographical forms alone.
Austin acknowledged that whilst these management systems have at least placed landscape right into the heart of development control they have somehow failed to grasp the point of studying landscape in a meaningful and connected way. He ponders why we are somehow still content to use objective morphological classifications administered by GIS (geographical information systems) for instance, "where we should have been thinking about complexity, narrative and contingency, the 'brightly coloured mask' of bounded space offered us false certainty and authority".
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The archaeological desk based assessment in advance of a major housing development in South Sebastopol, Torfaen, Glamorgan recorded a rural farmscape; rare in this heavily industrialised area of South Wales. Austin demonstrated that the assessment failed to recognise the unmapped features of changing socio-economic activities -earthworks, lynchets, ridge and furrow for instance. The investigation relied heavily on LANDMAP, a GIS-driven process curated by the now defunct Countryside Council for Wales.
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LANDMAP is a non-statutory system designed to assist decision making for development control and landscape management generally. It supplies a number of themed GIS layers including geology, habitat, cultural, visual and sensory and historic value. Austin was highly critical of the process that allowed planners to assign a 'moderate' historic landscape value to the two farms in question; Maesgwyn and Tr-Brychiad. By visiting and observing the development area he was able to examine the farms in their wider landscape context and challenged the LANDMAP process that had allowed the arbitrary separation of lowland and upland essentially decontextualising contingent parts of the landscape whole. 118 While it was recognised that the area contained 'surviving post-medieval valley-bottom farmland', 119 Austin was able to establish greater time depth and he identified relict enclosures and house platforms, pushing the chronology of the site back into the later medieval period.
For Austin, GIS-based, top-down management processes had flattened out complexity within the landscape and failed to be critical about change and date. They had failed to acknowledge that "the marks of the past in the landscape that appear on maps and are given great prominence by the cartographer such as field boundaries are as much the result of conflict or competition as harmony". 120 They had conveyed a false sense of 'academic' certainty -a kind of meta-narrative that created false authority, denying communities and other audiences their voices. These quantitative management systems ignore the continuing processes of alternative narrative which lie at the heart of all communities -they reduce landscape to caricature.
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While it remains to be seen whether only academics can make a meaningful contribution to rural landscape studies, it is clear that engagement by both archaeological practitioners and England has its own distinctive processes of establishing narratives around identity and nationality that have shaped its archaeology in different ways to the case studies given here.
However, we should of course avoid stark distinctions. Fleming's 124 consideration of Swaledale in Yorkshire takes a thematic rather than chronological approach and talks about the longevity of estates or 'folk territories'. Another key theme is, perhaps unsurprisingly, Improvement. In both case studies, Improvement and change have been a key part of wider discussions about the emergence 'modern' ideas and ways of being-such as the emergence of capitalism and changing social structures. Domestic architecture, materiality, and many aspects of every-day practice have also contributed to discussions about these wider concepts.
Despite occasional engagement with these wides issues, in both case studies it is suggested that most of the work on rural landscapes has been empirical in character and disconnected from these wider concerns. 
LANDSCAPE
One key concept which emerged from both case studies is that of landscape. In Wales, landscape has often been obscured by unsophisticated management processes such as LANDMAP and HLC. The themed audits deployed by Cadw provide vital data in areas where we previously knew little but do nothing to provide narratives about place and meaning. It is vital that we actually practice theoretically the situated methodologies prescribed by academics and professional practitioners alike so that later landscapes can be recognised and valued by planners and developers. We know we should account for language, identity, and agency if we are to write meaningful landscape narrative but this is absent from methodologies of curation and protection. As suggested in the case study of the post-medieval rural Scotland, over the past two decades it has often been the shared language of landscape that has brought together disparate disciplines and traditions to create nuanced and theoretically rigorous considerations of the topic. Starting in the 1990s, the sub-discipline began to reach outwards -joining the international community of historical archaeology and understanding the Scottish landscape in terms of global trends. At the same time, many disparate strands of the study of the rural landscape such as, folk lore, folk life, and industrial archaeology have begun to enter archaeological discussions about the recent past in the rural parts of Scotland. Often, landscape archaeology and its associated theory has formed the basis of these discussions, drawing in international and multi-disciplinary approaches under the umbrella of a shared theoretical language. shown that there is a stimulating, theoretically involved, and outward-looking character to the society and its members which is not well-reflected in PMA. It is notable that as yet none of these monographs have had a focus on landscape, or indeed the rural landscape. It may be that such a monograph would stimulate discussion and encourage such approaches to appear more frequently in the pages of PMA.
If we wish to begin to understand the post-medieval landscape, and what it means for the fundamental questions of life, society, and experience in the post-medieval period, our methodologies must be clearly theoretically situated. Although there are likely to be many appropriate theoretical approaches to the topic, landscape may hold the promise of bringing an international, inter-disciplinary, and theoretically vibrant and rigorous approach to the subject. It is hoped that by engaging with these developments more fully, PMA can contribute more to the understanding of post-medieval rural life and landscape in the next 50
years than it has in the last.
